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The 1996breedingseasonhasseen
spectacularprogresswiththeEcho
parakeetonMauritiusparticularly
dueto thefundingof additional
fieldandaviarystaff.Thenumber
of knownwild pairshasincreased
considerablyallowingevenbetter
monitoring,andthenumberof
captivechicksis nowsufficient,all
beIngwell,for theestablishmentof
acaptivebreedingpopulationanda
trialreleasethisspring.
Unfortunately,thehighproductivity
of nestlingsbythewild birdswas
notmatchedbytheirabilityto rear
them.

INTENSIVERESCUEEFFORTS
Intensiverescueeffortsallowed
mostof thesechickstobesaved,
butonlyatthecostof takingthem
intocaptivity.ThetotalEcho
population,therefore,hastobeseen
astwojointly-managedgroups,
partlywild andpartlycaptive,with
flow establishedbetweenthem.
Therearenow13knownwild

pairs(orbreedinggroupsasmost
haveextramalesassocIatedwith
them).Thisisanincreasefrom7 in
1995/6andbetween3and5of
theseareprobablynewlyrecruited
pairswhichwerenotpreviously
present.Onepairis non-layingso
farandonenestcavityhasnow
seencontinuouslyrecordedusefor
6years,althoughperhapsnotby the
sameindividualbIrds.So12pairs

laidthisyear,fromfive of which
thefirst clutchwasharvested(14
eggsin total). Someof thesewere
fromnestswheresecondclutches
couldbeexpected,andothersfrom
nestslikely to fail. Twoof the
harvestedpairsrecycled
successfully.100%fertility was
recordedthroughoutand34eggs
wereproducedin total.

POORPARENTALCARE

Fromthe20eggsleft in thewild, 18
chickshatched,of which4died. 10
wererescuedand4 wereleft to
fledgenaturallyin twonests.
Chickswererescuedwhendaily
monitoringshowedthattheywere
failingtogainweight,orwhenthe
nestwasattackedbypredators.The
reasonsfor poorparentalcarethis
yearareunclear,asweights
recordedfor wild adultfemales
werethehighesteverseen.It is
possiblethattheunusuallydry
weatherledtoa failureof food
supplyatthelastminute,or that
therewassubstantialsocial
disturbancefromtheextramale
birds.
Of the14eggstakenintocaptivity,

13hatchedandthen10additional
chickswererescued,givingaviary
staff23wild originchicks,plustwo
rearedfromthecaptivebreeding
pair. Fiveof thesechicksfailed,
twodyingwhilstverysmallandone
fromInjuriesinflictedbymynahsin

Vicky Jones,the fieldworker fundedby theWPT USA, holding a new batchof Echos
Photo:SamWilliams

10

- Progress!

Andrew GreenwoodandRachelShortenexamineEchoParakeetsin the forest.

Photo: SamWilliams

thenest.Of the3captivepairs
alreadyestablished,twoarelaying
sofar,butonlyonehasproduced
chicks(nowfor thesecondyear).
Thesecondpairsuccessfullyreared
aringneckchickfosteredto them,
havingpreviouslyrearedbut
pluckedanEchochick.

24CHICKSSURVIVE

Theoveralltotalfor 1996,sofar,is
now24chickssurviving;by far the
mostsuccessfulyeareverseen.
Thetotaljoint wild/captive
populationisestimatedatabout85
to 90birds.
Newfundingthisyear,overand

abovethatprovidedby theWorld
Parrot Trust UK,included$6000
fromtheWorldParrotTrustUSA,
whichfundedavital additionalfield
worker,VickyJonesand$4000
fromtheInternationalAviculturists'

SocietywhichhelpedsupportJanet
Webbworkingin theavIaries.This
broughtthefield teamupto5 for
thefirst time,whichcertainly
allowedthelocationof newnests,
andtheaviaryteamto4. Late
failureof anumberof nests
releasedsomeof thefield teamto
helpin theaviaries,particularly
whenfinishingoff thenewaviary
complex,whichisjustcompleted
andwhichcanhouseupto 12
breedingpairsof Echosplustheir
offspring.
If all thecaptivebirdsare

successfullyreared,six toeight
fledglingswill besoftreleasedby
KathrynMurrayattheforestcamp
site,modelledonhersuccessful
surrogatereleaseof captivebred
ringneckslastyear.Thiswill leave
about30birdsin theaviary

populationwhichis considered
sufficientfor thesupporting
breedingprogramme.

GENETICTESTING

Geneticrepresentationin theoverall
populationseemsquitegoodandthe
geneticsof theEchoarebeinggiven
priorityin astudyof thethree
Mauritianspecies(parakeet,pink
pigeonandkestrel)attheInstitute
of Zoology.Diseaseproblemshave
beenveryslight.Ourmonitoring
nowsuggeststhatpsittacinebeak
andfeatherdiseaseis absent,but
thatpolyomavirusandpsittacine
herpesvIrusareendemicin thewild
populationandin thecaptive
ringnecks,butwithnoindicationas
yetthateithervirusiscausingovert
disease.Treatmentof substratesin
thewild nestshasbeentotally
effectivethisyearin preventingnest
fly attackandfungalInfections.
WhilsttheEchostill continuesto

behighlyvulnerable,considerably
moreoptimismseemsjustifiedthan
wecouldhavehopedfor threeyears
ago.Successfulreleaseof the1996
year'syoungbirdswill allowanew
phaseof theprogrammetodevelop,
with thehopethatthesehabituated
birdsmayserveto inducethewild
birdstousesupplementaryfeeding
pointsandevennestboxes.


